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MADAM CHAIR'S CORNER
Hello fellow veterans, families, and
community partners. Happy New Year!
I am Anna Lopez, Retired US Army
Sergeant Major, and your newest
Madam Chair for the Delaware
Commission of Veterans Affairs. The
Commission is hoping that everyone is
doing well following the Holidays. My
primary hope is that the coming new
year brings a more positive outcome for
any military family that may be affected
by a crisis.
We are still experiencing very challenging times and remaining
flexible, but can assure you that the Commission is still
supportive and advocating for Veterans and service members
across the state. We also continue efforts to have a great
relationship with our military and community partners.
Please pass on congratulations to Valerie Harwood who was
recently appointed as the Vice Chairwoman for the Delaware
Commission of Veterans Affairs. Also take a moment to notice
that some of our commissioners have changed. Utilize them for
any concerns that need to come our way.
With the recent signing of HB 214, (Exemption of school and
property tax), there is some confusion as to the process when
filing as a 100% disabled veteran. Each county is working on
getting more information out to the Veterans so that the
process is streamlined as much as possible. The application is
provided on our website at
https://finance.delaware.gov/disabled-veterans/
Lastly, the DCVA cannot accomplish what we need to do
without the staff of the Office of Veterans Services. I also want
to acknowledge the hard work of our Bear and Millsboro
cemetery staff. Thank you!

Sincerely wishing everyone a Prosperous New Year!
-Anna
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While Covid-19 continues to rear its head and slow progress throughout the nation, it has not
stopped Delaware from stepping up in dire times. Wreaths Across America informed OVS of a
massive wreath donation shortage due to Covid-19. With the window closing and time not on
our side we decided to make one last big push. And it paid off!
With a little over a week before the donation window closed our very own Communications
Officer, Jennifer Jensen took to the airwaves and news outlets to spread the word fast and far
for donations to this wonderful cause. Donations almost doubled for the Bear Veterans Memorial
Cemetery as the final day closed!
The outpour of support for both Veterans Memorial Cemeteries this year was nothing short of
breathtaking. Cemetery staff worked hand-in-hand with veterans’ groups, JROTC’s, Dover AFB
AFSA, High Schools, Girl Scouts, and Boy Scouts to ensure a safe and respectful environment for
those that wished to brave the cold and pay homage to the heroes that came before us.

Photo: (Left) Director Josh Matticks,
Mr. Ray Firmani, Gen. (Ret.) Frank Vavala

A fleeting thought of low participation was in the back of many minds leading up to the event.
The fear was quickly put to rest as the numbers continued to grow in both cemeteries the
morning of December 18, 2021. Numbers grew to an estimated 3,000 in Bear and 1,200 in
Millsboro. It was both magical and humbling. Individuals from all walks of life, all ages coming
together for a single cause. To remember our fallen veterans, to honor those who serve, and to
teach our next generation to be the greatest generation by understanding the value of freedom.

Governor Carney Highlights
Veteran Small Businesses
On November 2, 2021 Governor Carney paid a visit to four
veteran-owned small businesses in Milford. During the visits
Governor Carney spoke with the veteran business owners and
discussed how their military background has helped their
business and how Delaware can assist with current struggles.
Most of the veterans informed the Governor that discipline,
leadership, teamwork, and accountability from the military
helped steer their entrepreneurial drive. The business owners
also emphasized how important it is for Delaware residents to
shop small businesses. A Proclamation was presented to show
Delaware’s support of National Veterans Small Business Week,
which occurs November 1-5th. If you are interested in seeing
more veteran owned small businesses near you, scan the QR
code.

Photo: Federal/State Legislators and
Cindy Collins, Euphoric Herbals
Apothecary owner

Photo: (L)Lifecycle Owner Ben Jones,
(R) OVS Director Josh Matticks

Scan for info

TAX EXEMPTION
APPLICATIONS DUE BY
APRIL 30, 2022
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Yes, you must apply! If you are a 100%
disabled veteran, scan this for more info
House Bill 214
On August 10th, 2021, Governor Carney signed into law House Bill 214 with House Amendment 1 allowing
school districts to grant a Disabled Veterans School Property Tax Credit. Beginning in 2022, qualified persons
may be eligible for a tax credit against 100% of non-vocational school district property tax. This credit may
only be used against property taxes assessed on a primary residence. Applications for the upcoming tax year
are due April 30th.
Program Details
Qualified Persons must:
Receive 100% disability compensation due to service-connected, permanent and total disability based on
individual unemployability or a 100% disability rating from the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs
(USVDA) and
Have held legal domicile in Delaware for the past 3 years.
Individuals may not claim both the Disabled Veterans School Tax Credit and the Senior School Property Tax
Credit.
Please Note
Application Deadline: April 30th.
Taxpayers must pay their property tax bill in full by the end of each tax year in order to qualify for this
credit in a subsequent property tax year.
To qualify, applicants must provide :
A valid driver’s license or official state ID
Documentation of USDVA disability
A Copy of their Social Security card

All applications must be PHYSICALLY
turned into the proper county office
where you reside.

Photo: Delaware veteran organizations gathered at American Legion, Post 14, in Smyrna, to witness Governor Carney sign HB 214 into law.
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Hidden Heroes Not
hiding in DE
What is a Hidden Hero? Hidden heroes are ordinary people who are placed in
extraordinary circumstances. They can be family members, friends, neighbors, or anyone
who steps up when a veteran is in need of care. The majority of veterans, whether inured
in combat or succumb to long term health conditions, will need a HH to assist them at
some point in their lives. These caring, compassionate, strong, and amazing individuals
deserve better care and recognition for sacrificing themselves to care for our veterans.

“When my husband Bob Dole was admitted to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center for an extended period of time in 2011, my eyes
were opened to the tremendous challenges facing the loved ones
caring for our wounded, ill and injured warriors. Following Bob’s
hospitalization, I established the Elizabeth Dole Foundation to help
raise awareness and seek solutions for our military caregivers.

Photo: Founder Senator
Elizabeth Dole

Areas of assistance in HH Program
Community Support
Education
Financial/Legal Support
Respite Care & Recreation
Legislative change
Learn More
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VALOR Homes: Operation
Raise the Roof honors
Vietnam era Veteran

Photo: (left to right) VALOR Co-Owner Brian Bauer,
Ed Holloway, Will Fischer

The Office of Veteran Services placed an initiative to reach out to
veteran 501 ©(3)s and national organizations to bring a broader
variety of resources to the veterans of the first state. In doing so,
VALOR Homes was discovered as they were expanding services into
Delaware. VALOR Homes provides home maintenance services and,
if nominated, and selected, new roofs.
A nomination was submitted for a Vietnam Era veteran who served
his 20 active duty years in the White House during three
presidencies. Mr. Ed Holloway is a humble, kind, and generous
veteran who is always giving back to those less fortunate than
himself. He is proud of his service, family and faith.

He was selected to receive a new roof, a financial burden he was dreading. “I am just so thankful and feel so
blessed that something like this could ever happen to me,” says Holloway. The VALOR team did not
disappoint during the presentation. The event day hosted Mission BBQ, legislators, media, the local fire
department, and 50+ supporters. Sponsor, DeWalt, also donated home improvement tools to assist Mr.
Holloway in home upkeep.
If you know of a veteran in need of home maintenance or would like to nominate someone for a new roof
please reach out to VALOR Homes @ valorhome.com

A Dog Day Evening
Kent County Chapter 850, Vietnam Veterans of America, hosted their annual
Christmas party at Federica Senior Center on December 16. In addition to the meal, a
new service dog was represented along with a reunion of previously awarded dogs
and their owners.
The latest service dog, Duke, was presented to former U.S. Marine James Fizer, who
served two tours in Afghanistan.
The chapter works with Riedel K-9 to train and place dogs for current generation
veterans. "To date we've placed four and it's a wonderful feeling to see the face of a
disabled veteran taking a dog home to keep," said Mr. Startt.
It costs anywhere from $8,000 to $10,000 over a year to train a dog and to match it
with the man or women it will partner with. Contact Joe Startt at 302-242-8708 or
joanstartt@comcast.net, to donate to the program or to provide a dog.

Photo Caption: Front Row (left to right) Max
Poyer & Service Dog Major; Ed Heddinger &
Service Dog Gunny; Elizabeth Short & Service
Dog Major; James Fizer and new Service Dog
Duke; Ray Harris & Service Dog in training Kilo.
Back Row (left to right) Chapter President Joe
Startt with Riedel K-9 staff Sara Hudson, Kari
Yoder, Nick Isemann, Nelson Miller and Amie
Miller.
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Veterans Day
Bridge Ceremony

Delaware
National Guard
joint color
guard
provided
ceremonial
services

Photos by Daniel Sato

1st Lt. Ray Firmani,
WW II Hero was honored

Federal & State elected officials
showed their support

Maj Gen (Retired) Frank Vavala
provided the keynote speech

Trust Dinner raises much needed
emergency funds

International
recording artist
Terry Barber

The Friends of Delaware Veterans hosted their 7th Trust Fund
Dinner to benefit Delaware veterans in need. This could not have
happened at a better time. The amount of emergency requests for
funding has been steadily increasing in the wake of a pandemic,
housing crisis and military members leaving service. Veterans are
requesting assistance with every situation imaginable, ranging from
basic food items to temporary housing.
The who's who of Delaware were present, along with International
recording artist Terry Barber who serenated the audience with his
Broadway bests. Ms. Rosely Robinson executed an inspirational
keynote speech and the Modern Maturity Center provided a
delicious dinner and beautiful space to host the 200+ guests.
Donations from ticket sales and live auction items totaled $30,000
for the evening which will certainly provide some needed assistance
to our veterans in dire financial situations.
If you would like to donate to the Friends of Delaware
Veterans Trust Fund please scan the QR code.

Rosely Robinson,
Veteran Advocate

Donate Here
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Marine Corps Major (ret) Bill Farley accepted a bin of toys from DAV (Disabled American
Veterans) headquarters in Camden. Mr. Farley is a member of the Delaware Commission
of Veterans Affairs who has been involved in multiple local and statewide veteran service
programs, including housing homeless veterans, and efforts to prevent veteran suicide.
"We are blessed to donate to Toys for Tots, especially the holiday season, said William
Muffley, DAV Chapter 1 Post Commander who participated in the program.
“Toys for Tots” began in 1947 as the brainchild of Marine Corps Reserve Major Bill
Hendricks, whose civilian job was Director of Public Relations at Warner Brothers
Studios. He was friends with many celebrities who helped support the newly created
program. As a personal friend and as a favor, Walt Disney designed the first Toys for Tots
poster that included a miniature three-car train that was adopted as the Toys for Tots
logo.
The Marine Toys for Tots Program distributes an average of 18 million toys to 7 million
less fortunate children annually.
In Delaware, DNREC Natural Resources Police units from Delaware State Parks, the
Division of Fish & Wildlife, and the Environmental Crimes Unit within DNREC’s Division
of Community Affairs teamed up with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
program to provide toys for children in local communities for the holidays. The program
concluded on December 12.

Photo Bill Farley(L)
accepts toys from William Muffley.

DAV needs volunteer drivers
Volunteer drivers are needed for the Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) transportation Network. Volunteer drivers help veterans to
and from authorized medical appointments in Kent and Sussex
County areas. Most driving will occur along Route 1, US 13 and US
113 from the VA clinics and designated pick-up points. Driving
services will be Monday through Thursday, from 6 AM to 2 PM.
Your service will enable veterans to obtain medical treatment they
may be prohibited from due to lack of transportation. DAV will
provide a vehicle for volunteer drivers.
Please call 302-697-9061 or e-mail: p.lardizzone@verizon.net for application information.
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Gold Star Families
Gold Star Mothers and Families were honored to see a COVID-19 delayed
project through to fruition. The Staff Sergeant Luke C. Yetter Memorial Bridge
was dedicated in Leipsic, Delaware. We were honored to have Luke’s mother,
father, step-brother and friends in attendance for this memorable occasion
along with Sen. Bruce Ennis, Rep. William Carson, DelDot Director of
Community Relations, C.R. McLeod, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 83
President and Vice President. Due to safety, we were on a bridge, invitations
were limited to secure everyone’s safety. VVA Chapter 83 would like to extend
a sincere thank you to Senator Bruce Ennis, his Legislative Assistant Jaci Hugg,
Photo: Rep. Wm. Carson, Sen. Bruce Ennis (L),
DelDot and DSP for their support in this moving bridge dedication.
Matthew Anders, Rebecca Yetter and Fred Yetter

A ceremony took place supporting the Military of the World Wars
(MOWW) at Mount America where the MOWW Silver Patrick
Henry Award, was presented to George and Michelle Turak for
their countless service and dedication to our Veterans, Active Duty
and National Guard/Reserve Service Members. The following
Silver Patrick Henry Recipients were in attendance, MG Frank
Vavala (Ret), BG Terry Wiley (Ret), Col. Earl Seppala (Ret), LTC Carl
Witte (Ret) and Judy C. Campbell.
L-R Capt. Edward Gantt (Ret.),
Michelle Turak and George Turak

December 18, Gold Star Representative and Hershel ”Woody” Williams
Honorary Ambassador, Judy C. Campbell carried the POW/MIA wreath at
the Wreaths Across America service at the Wilmington Senior Center.
Tribute was paid to POW/MIA Lt. Col. Kenneth Stonebraker who went
missing in action from a recon mission over North Vietnam at the age of 29
on October 28, 1968. Lt. Col. Stonebraker’s daughter, Cindy is the assistant
director of Programs at the Hershel “Woody” Williams Foundation and she
dedicates her life to serve others and “keep her Daddy’s memory alive”.
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Food Bank Distro

On December 14th, several veteran organizations joined efforts to provide the
first state veterans and their families with needed food and resources. The event
was hosted in the Office of Veteran Services parking lot where the Food Bank of
Delaware, Wilmington VA Vet Center, and DCVA were present. This drive thru
event had cars wrapped around the building assisting veterans with anything
from disability claim information, food distribution, or resource guidance.

TBI Fund
Do you have a TBI and need services,
treatment, or equipment related to your post
traumatic brain injury that are not covered by
your health insurance?

Scan for more info

Driver Evaluation Assessment/Training
Medical Equipment
Services, Treatment or Therapy (short-term)
Specialized Equipment
Case Managment (short-term)
Brain Training Neurotherapy (short-term)
Assistive Technology
Alternative Therapy (short-term)
Medically Approved Summer Camps
Eye-exam and glasses related to TBI

Contact:
302-739-3621
410 Federal St
Suite 3
Dover, DE 19901
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The Office of Veteran Services would like to thank all organizations and volunteers that
showed up in force for the 2021 Wreaths Across America Day.
Concerns arose in November when the Bear cemetery tallied 2,500 wreaths for it’s 17,000
deceased veterans. However, after some media outreach the community rallied together
and donated another 2,500 wreaths, ensuring their support for our beloved veterans.
Along with the increase in donations, roughly 3,000 individuals/groups were present in
Bear and 1,200 in Millsboro. The Millsboro Veterans Cemetery placed 3,500 for its 6,500
veterans. As always the ultimate goal for any veteran cemetery is to provide enough
wreaths to honor every veteran.

Wreath Pick-up in Bear will take place
January 15, 2022 at 9 a.m. This year the
pick up day will host another special
event involving the First State Military
Women Warriors and the Chesapeake Bay
Girl Scouts, who will work together not
only to assist with wreaths, but to learn
about the importance of the military and
how women are paving the way for the
future.
Wreath Pick-up in Millsboro will be
January 18, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. Volunteers
are always welcome and appreciated at
both of our veteran cemeteries.

Scan to Donate
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Wreath Kick-off

Sen. Dave Lawson, Maj. Gen. Michael Berry;
Maj. Gen. (ret.) Frank Vavala, Dave Skocik

Rep. Bill Carson; Sen. Bruce Ennis; Holy
Cross student; Gov. John Carney; Lt. Gov.
Bethany Hall Long; Sen. Dave Lawson.

On Monday, December 13, the Delaware General Assembly hosted its
annual Wreaths Across America ceremony outside Legislative Hall in
Dover. “The General Assembly is pleased to be working together with
the Delaware National Guard, Dover Air Force Base and our veteran
community on this kickoff to Wreaths Across America,” said Mark
Cutrona, director of the Legislative Council’s Division of Research and
event coordinator.
The event was well attended by members of the General Assembly, the
Commission of Veterans Affairs and Veterans Services, Dover AFB
Color Guard, leadership of Dover AFB and the National Guard,
veterans organizations and local school children from Holy Cross
Elementary School, Dover. The children assisted in placing of wreaths
on memorials at Legislative Hall.

Upcoming Events
Office of Veteran Services
January 15th @9 am - Bear Cemetery
Wreath Pick-up
January 18th @ 10:30 am - Millsboro
Wreath Pick-up
April 29th - Joint Forces
Golf Tournament
May 30th - Memorial Day Ceremony
July 2nd - Freedom 5k

Veterans United Outreach of DE
Feb. 12th -Walk to Stop Soldiers Suicide
April 30th - Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association, Poker Run Mispillion Brewery
May 7th - Dover Days, Dover Delaware
May 28th-29th - Buccaneer Bash,
Bowers Beach

To submit future information and articles to the veterans newsletter
please email all submissions to jennifer.jensen@delaware.gov
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ATTENTION!
Veterans & Family
Due to unforeseen COVID-19
circumstances, please contact your
Veteran Service Officer to confirm
appointments.
DO NOT ATTEND APPOINTMENT
IF COVID SYMPTOMS ARE
PRESENT.
We always place the health & safety of our
veterans and VSOs first, so please help us
help you.
Thank you and continue to stay safe!
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Women
Veterans!
Ladies, do you miss the comradery
of active duty? Are you a Active
Duty, Reservist or Guard looking
for a group to connect with?
Benefits of Joining:
Networking
Volunteer Events
Making a difference for female
veterans in Delaware
If interested please contact:
Pat Cerchio
401-338-3798
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Frank Silva
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