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Karen Berry — Delaware’s first Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Brigadier General (Ret.) Karen A. Berry

has dedicated her life to service — as a
decorated military officer, respected educator,
and passionate advocate for veterans.

A University of Delaware ROTC graduate,
Berry was commissioned in 1990 and went on to
serve more than three decades in the Delaware
and Connecticut National Guards.

Over the course of her distinguished career,
she commanded at multiple levels, including as Commander of the
261st Signal Brigade, and deployed to Afghanistan as Deputy
Commander of the 335th Signal Command.

She later served as Director of the Joint Staff in both Delaware and
Connecticut before retiring in 2023 as Special Assistant to the
Adjutant General in Delaware.

Her military service was recognized with some of the nation’s
highest honors, including the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion
of Merit, the Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and the Delaware
Conspicuous Service Cross.

In addition to her military career, Berry spent more than 25 years in
education, teaching mathematics in the Laurel and Indian River School
Districts and later serving as Mathematics Specialist at Sussex Central
High School. Since 2023, she has served as a Veterans Advocate at
Delaware Technical Community College’s Owens Campus in
Georgetown, supporting student veterans and their families.

Berry holds a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Engineering
Technology from the University of Delaware, a Master of Education in
Mathematics from Salisbury State University, and a Master of
Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College.

She 1s a member of the National Guard Associations of the United
States, Delaware, and Connecticut, as well as the Signal Corps
Regimental Association and the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics.

Throughout her career, Berry has been guided by a simple principle:
service before self. Her lifelong commitment to country, community,
and education continues today in her work to honor and support
Delaware’s veterans.
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